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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2364

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Cody, Carlson, Ednonds, Parlette, Edwards, Kastans,
Conway, Schual -Berke, Kagi, Kenney, Tokuda, Mirray, Ogden, Ruderman,
McDonal d, Stensen, Van Luven, Lovick, Veloria, Poul sen, Wod, Kessler,
Regal a, Reardon, Cooper, Anderson and Sant 0s)

Read first tine 02/ 07/2000. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to elimnating enpl oynent barriers for individuals
with disabilities; reenacting and anmendi ng RCW 74. 09. 510; addi ng a new
section to chapter 74.09 RCW adding a new section to chapter 43.20A
RCW creating new sections; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that individuals with
disabilities face many barriers and disincentives to enploynent.
Individuals with disabilities are often unable to obtain health
i nsurance that provides the services and supports necessary to all ow
themto |ive i ndependently and enter or rejoin the work force. |In sone
cases, governnment policies and services create barriers to enpl oynent
t hrough di squalifying workers with disabilities fromneeded health care
and support services. The legislature finds that there is a conpelling
public interest in elimnating barriers to work by creating financi al
i ncentives to work, by continuing needed health care coverage, and by
providing individuals with disabilities real choice in obtaining the
services and technology they need to find, enter, and nmaintain
enpl oynent .
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The legislature intends to strengthen the state’'s policy of
supporting individuals with disabilities in |leading fully productive
lives by inplenenting the ticket to work and work incentives
i nprovenent act, public law H R 1180, that will foster higher |evels
of enploynent and econom c self-sufficiency. This shall include
i nproving i ncentives to work by conti nui ng coverage for health care and
support services, by seeking federal funding for innovative prograns,
and by expl oring options which provide individuals with disabilities a
choice in receiving services needed to obtain and mai ntain enpl oynent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) It is the intent of the legislature to renove barriers to
enpl oyment for individuals with disabilities by providing nedical
assi stance to the working disabled in accordance with federal |aw and
eligibility requirenents established by the departnent.

(2) The departnent shall establish income, resource, and cost-
sharing requirenents in accordance with federal [|aw I n devel opi ng
prem um obl i gati ons and cost-sharing requirenments under this act, the
departnment nust strongly consider that individuals receiving benefits
under this act:

(a) WIIlI be enployed, and nmay be earning significant incone.
Prem um obl i gati ons and cost-sharing requirenents nust be designed to
reduce the public fundi ng needed to subsidi ze the cost of coverage, but
must not be set so high as to create substantial barriers to obtaining
coverage under this act; and

(b) May have enpl oyer-sponsored health insurance coverage. The
departnment nust nmake every effort to maximze opportunities to
coordinate benefits with enployer-sponsored coverage available to
i ndi vi dual s receiving benefits under this act.

Sec. 3. RCW74.09.510 and 1997 ¢ 58 s 201 and 1997 ¢ 59 s 14 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

Medi cal assistance nmay be provided in accordance with eligibility
requi renents established by the departnent, as defined in the social
security Title XIX state plan for mandatory categorically needy persons
and: (1) Individuals who woul d be eligible for cash assi stance except
for their institutional status; (2) individuals who are under twenty-

one years of age, and who ((wewldbe—eHgiblefortenporaryassistance
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arein (a) foster care, (b) subsidized adoption, (c) anursing facility
or an internediate care facility for the nentally retarded, or (d)
i npatient psychiatric facilities; (3) the aged, blind, and disabled
who: (a) Receive only a state supplenent, or (b) would not be eligible
for <cash assistance if they were not institutionalized;, (4)
categorically eligible individuals who neet the inconme and resource
requi renents of the cash assistance prograns; (5) individuals who are
enrolled in managed health care systens, who have otherw se |ost
eligibility for nedical assistance, but who have not conpleted a
current six-nonth enrollnment in a nmanaged health care system and who
are eligible for federal financial participation under Title Xl X of the
soci al security act; (6) children and pregnant wonen al | owed by f eder al
statute for whomfunding is appropriated; (7) working individuals with
disabilities authorized under section 1902(a)(10)(A)(ii) of the social
security act for whom funding is appropriated; (8) other individuals
eligible for nedical services under RCW 74.09.035 and 74.09.700 for
whom federal financial participation is available under Title Xl X of
the social security act; and ((£8))) (9) persons allowed by section
1931 of the social security act for whom funding i s appropri ated.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 43. 20A RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall:

(1) Work with interested public and private entities to determ ne
the feasibility of seeking designation as one or nore enploynent
networks within the state to serve social security admnistration
recipients wwth disabilities who are issued a ticket to work under the
provi sions of the ticket to work and work incentives inprovenent act;

(2) Explore the feasibility of federal grants avail able to assi st
in the developnment of infrastructure to assist persons wth
disabilities seek, gain, and maintain enploynent; and

(3) Determne the feasibility of applying for a denonstration grant
to provide nedicaid benefits for individuals with potentially severe
di sabilities under the ticket to work and work incentives inprovenent
act, as an incentive to obtain or keep enploynment in |lieu of general
assi stance cash benefits.

p. 3 2SHB 2364



A W DN P

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. |If specific funding for the purposes of this

act, referencing this act by bill

June 30, 2000, in the omi bus appropriations act,

voi d.

or chapter nunber,

i s not provided by

this act is null and

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act takes effect Cctober 1, 2000.
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